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Outdoor Nation Signature Summit, Los Angeles, June 29 – July 1, 2012 
By: Jessica Gallegos, Sierra National Forest Recreation Intern 

 

This year’s Outdoor Nation summit was held at University of Southern California in Los Angeles. There 

were a total of 62 Forest Service delegates from the Central California Consortium (Reedley, Orange 

Cove, Bay Area, and Fresno areas) and the Southern California Consortium (Pasadena area). The goal of 

Outdoor Nation was to discuss people’s rights to the outdoors, with the most vital issue being getting the 

millennial generation outdoors and active. From this discussion, groups were formed to talk about 

solutions to getting youth outdoors through project ideas. Project proposals were presented and voted on 

by the participants. A participant and Sierra National Forest Archeologist Intern, Francis Barcenas said, 

“I believe that Outdoor Nation had a positive influence on me and other students who attended the 

summit. I also think that the cause Outdoor Nation stands for is very important. Our generation should 

think about our future and the positive impact we can have on our environment.” A video about 

unfunded California State Parks to be closed and the movement to stop the closure of the parks was 

shared by Park Visitors. The video was motivating to the viewers to help in the effort to keep from 

closing. Attendees also participated in a career panel with the Forest Service, Student Conservation 

Association, The North Face and National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA).    
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Forest Service Delegates at the  

LA Outdoor Nation Summit  

(Picture to the right) 
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Project Proposals and Project Funded 
 

Project proposals focused on getting youth outdoors 

were presented for possible funding. After the project 

was presented, the attendees voted on the project idea. 

A total of eight projects were funded one at $2,500, 

one at $1,500, and six at $1,000. Four out of seven 

project proposals from the Forest Service delegates 

were funded. Some of the winning projects were: 

‘myplace.org’, ‘water sports for underserved 

communities’, and ‘bring the outdoors to you.’  

 

Forest Service delegates in Orange Cove, CA (a small, 

rural, underserved community) presented a proposal to reduce the number of non-swimmers in Orange 

Cove; and how being a non-swimmer effects the participation in safe water sport activities. This group 

wanted to teach people how to swim and other water sport activities, like kayaking. The project was 

funded $1,000. 

 

Another group of Forest Service delegates from Orange Cove, CA wanted to challenge students at their 

school to participate in outdoor activities. The delegates are going to bring a rock wall to their school’s 

quad at a popular time of day, and challenge the student to participate. This project was funded $1,000.  

 

A group of Forest Service delegates from Clovis, 

CA wants to take the outdoors to middle school 

students. The delegates are going to speak at 

middle school assemblies to get youth interested in 

small outdoor activities like making bird houses, 

orienteering, and river cleanups. Then take the 

students outdoors to participate in the activities. 

David Aguilar, a Sierra National Forest 

Archeologist Intern, from this group said, “Outdoor 

Nation was a fun event. I liked the group project 

proposals and how other groups want to get kids 

outdoors. Outdoor Nation funded my group’s 

project to get kids outdoors and do fun activities. 

I’m looking forward to getting the project 

accomplished. I would recommend Outdoor Nation 

to everyone.”  

 

Overall, the summit was eye opening and showed that youth are the answer to get more of their peers 

outdoors and active. The youth participants left with knowledge about project plans and financing, as 

well as networks of fellow outdoor advocates. In addition, the attendees were given the opportunity to be 

heard and be a part of the solution. Olivia Tovar, Forest Service Recreation Intern, is going to implement 

her group’s project and is really excited about it. The Outdoor Nation Summit inspired her to consider a 

career in the outdoors, which is a sentiment shared by many other attendees. 


